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Introduction 

Following the Winter season of setting up the project, the Spring season has been very busy 

with brand new surveys set up for Reptiles and Amphibians. We have run bird walks, more 

Shark eggcase hunts, Frog hunts, Lizard hunts and even a session on Coastal lichens attended 

by 10 people. 
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The Spring surveys aimed to reach out to a broad section of the community, involving families 

and children, older people and especially people who wouldn’t normally take part in wildlife 

recording.   

 

Local people learning about lichens which grow on the coast, Tanybwlch beach. 

We ran a session to engage people with a little-known group of species, Maritime Lichens.  This 

was successful in attracting an older audience, as well as younger students.  It is very valuable 

to have inter-generational groups working together, as the older members gave their experience 

of the area over many years, and the younger members contributed their learning from their 

current studies.   
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Lichens are a key species group to record, as their growth or decline can show us how pollution 

is affecting our local environment.  There are very few people in our area with the skills to 

identify even common lichen species, so this very specialist training, given for free by our 

County Plant Recorder, was particularly important.  It has already led to new lichen records 

being sent in. 

 

The popular Mermaid’s Purse hunt went from strength to strength, with volunteers finding well 

over a thousand eggcases from 5 species of Ray and Catshark.  We have now been able to 

provide solid evidence to the Shark Trust of not just which species use our bay, but their relative 

population numbers.   

 

   

 Eggcases of the Small-eyed Ray with their distinctive curly “horns” from Tanybwlch beach. 
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Volunteers from the Nature of our Village project also attended a Litter Pick on Tanybwlch 

beach, run by Aber Beach Buddies, which we combined with an Shark eggcase hunt, and used 

to promote our project to members of the public. 

17 people attended a Pond Dip session on the Parc y Llyn nature reserve, including some very 

enthusiastic small children and their equally excited parents!  As well as being a family-friendly 

pond dip, this session was designed to contribute to the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation’s 

National Monitoring scheme.  We were delighted to be the first to record Palmate Newts in this 

area, and a wide variety of freshwater insects were also found, proving that the ponds are in a 

healthy state.   

 

All ready to record her tadpole.  Parc y Llyn nature reserve. 
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A further key achievement for the project was to set up the first Reptile Survey on Pen Dinas 

since 2012, when it was initially surveyed by the Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales. It is of 

particular value if surveys can be repeated in the same area over time, as this produces more 

reliable and meaningful data, so we set up our survey based on their earlier work.   

6 local people helped set up the artificial shelters (refugia) which reptiles will sometimes bask 

on, or hide under, in key “hot spots” around Pen Dinas.  These are made of black coralline or 

roofing felt and we placed 30 of them in places where the lizards and slow worms are likely to 

be.  We will be checking these sites regularly over the summer, and have already been 

successful in finding 5 lizards and 1 slow worm.  The lizard records alone are already an 

improvement on the 2012 numbers, which is very encouraging. 

 

Common Lizard on Pen Dinas 
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Publicity and outreach  

The Nature of our Village group, on Facebook, now has 70 members, which makes it simple and 

quick to share invitations to surveys and feedback from sessions.  I also have a mailing list of 25 

people which enables me to reach those who prefer this form of contact to Social Media. 

I have been using Twitter more for spreading the results of our survey work, and have found that 

national agencies like Bumblee Conservation, Butterfly Conservation and the Wildlife Trusts 

have picked up and retweeted (passed on) my posts, enabling us to reach a national audience 

with the project.  I have also been able to discover local people who regularly walk our nature 

reserves and have had offers of help with surveys and recording from them.  A key aim of the 

project was to encourage local people to take responsibility for wildlife recording and I’m 

pleased to see this beginning to happen. 

Another aim was to promote digital techniques for recording, and I ran an afternoon session for 

an older member of the group on the use of Smart Phone apps for wildlife identification and 

recording.  She was intrigued by the possibilities and intends to pursue this for her own 

biological recording. 

 

Support for the Nature of our Village Project 

The Nature of our Village Project has been greatly helped by a wide selection of individuals and 

groups, too many to name individually, but all greatly appreciated.  This season has seen help 

come from the National Museum of Wales, with Slug and Snail expert Ben Rowson helping me 

to identify this difficult group.  I have also been supported by the botanist, author and eminent 

local naturalist Arthur Chater, who has offered to validate my land snail records.  Offers of help 

with running the Water Vole Monitoring Survey were received from the Greener Aberystwyth 

Group and a local Mammal expert.   

 

Compliments on the Nature of our Village Project 

“Thanks for your enquiry. I am glad someone is looking closely at these species!” Slug 

identification correspondence with Ben Rowson at National Museum of Wales.  5 April 2016. 
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“Thank you, it was a lovely afternoon and the kids were totally absorbed. Future wildlife 

explorers in the making!”  A local parent’s response to the Frog Hunt. 30 March 2016. 

“Would you mind if we tweeted about your project and included a link from our Facebook page? Your 

Facebook page is very engaging and seems to have lot of useful ideas and resources for others.”  Claire 

Sain-ley-Berry from the Wales Council for Voluntary Action.  14 March 2016. 

 

 

“Thanks for your latest eggcase submissions - great to see that you're finding more Small-eyed Rays! 

These have all been added to the Great Eggcase Hunt, which now has over 96,000 records.”   Cat 

Gordon – the Shark Conservation Trust.  4 February 2016. 

 

 “Thank you very much for a brilliant afternoon teaching us all the guide ropes for the reptile 

survey. Now it is just the wait until we can go survey the refugia. Too excited.”  Response from a 

student.  15 February 2016.  

  

As I hope this report shows, the Nature of our Village project is already making important 

contributions to what is known about the State of Nature in our part of West Wales.  I am very 

grateful to the Nineveh Trust for making this possible. 

 

Chloe Griffiths - Penparcau Community Forum:  The Nature of our Village Project.

 


